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ing members of Congress are not the only ones disgusted 
with their colleagues’ behavior. In a post-election opinion 
survey, the Pew Research Center, a widely respected non- 
partisan polling operation, found that, compared with ear- 
lier election years, larger majorities of voters in 1996 dis- 
liked the candidates, the campaign debates, the campaign 
press coverage, the poll takers—and themselves, for not 
voting. ; 

Whether or not they acted on the advice of former 
Senator Dole, who ended his chaotic campaign for President 


by shouting “Don’t watch television!” and “Forget the 
media,” the Pew Research poll found that television’s dis- 
play of hate-filled campaign ads turned off millions of view- 
ers—and they turned off the networks. Compared with 
1992, voters who said they got most of their campaign news 
from network TV dropped 19 points, from 55 to 36 percent. 

And get this: citizens who rated broadcast talk shows as 
useful in understanding the candidates and the issues 


dropped from 49 percent to 28 percent. A better future lies 
ahead! 
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Voters Are Not the Only Ones Leery of Congress— 
47 Sitting Members Have Bailed Out 
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